Eighth Grade Reading/Language Arts

Course Syllabus 2015-2016
Mrs. Julie Thompson        

Phone: 896-4131 ext. 1103                juliet@townscountyschools.org
Classroom Teaching Philosophy

I believe that all children can learn and be successful. I feel that one of the major factors that affect a student’s ability to learn and succeed is the student’s ability to not only read and comprehend, but to also analyze, evaluate, and express ideas about written material. 
In order for students to develop more advanced reading skills, in their eighth grade classroom, students will be actively engaged with high interest literature, study literary terms and vocabulary usage, and illustrate their creative conceptions of materials through hands-on classroom projects that directly correlate to the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS).  
 In addition, 8th grade students, in preparation for the Georgia Milestones, will be actively involved in the writing process. With emphasis placed on grammar, sentence structure, content, organization, and style, students will learn to write short constructed responses and extended constructed responses by responding to literature, creatively evaluate reading material, and writing expository and persuasive essays and narrations. 
Classroom Activities and Units of Study
First Semester: 
Emphasis on: Providing textual evidence, literary and informational texts, Grammar, Expository and Persuasive constructed responses  
In order to compare genre characteristics as mandated in the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards for eighth grade, students will complete units of study on short stories and non-fiction literature. This will include multiple writing activities, vocabulary, and supplementary work. 

In addition to new vocabulary, students will read, discuss and respond to literary works incorporating the writing process. There will also be several extending and refining assignments that may take several days to complete.
Following is a list of literary terms that will be covered during the first semester using a variety of reading resources that will include, but is not limited to, selected works in our literature book, magazines, cartoons, newspapers, non-fiction , etc:

Dialogue
Author’s Purpose/ Theme
    Imagery 
    Plot

Conflict Protagonist/Antagonist       Characterization       Point of View
         Symbol    Cause/Effect  Inference
Connotation/Denotation Analogies
Archetypes  Suspense     Stereotyping
Tone
   Mood


Second Semester: 

Emphasis on poetry, the research process, grammar, constructed responses, providing textual evidence and review
During the second semester, students will complete a unit of study on poetry. Poetic terms and devices such as metaphor, simile, etc. will be discussed as well as poetic form such as diamante, couplet, and quatrain.

Literature units will encompass short stories, non-fiction essays, speeches, etc. There will be classroom readings, discussions, multiple intelligences activities, and vocabulary. 

Students will also complete a research paper during this semester. 

Book Projects- Performance Assessments

There will be individual projects to complete throughout the year. These hands-on critical thinking activities involve student’s application and analysis of new material.  IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR STUDENTS TO WORK ON THESE IN A TIMELY MANNER AND NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO COMPLETE. These projects are designed to let the students creatively show their understanding and comprehension of a book; therefore, it requires time and effort to complete.
NOTE******* At any given time, this information and material is subject to change. 

Grading Policy--Each Nine Weeks 

Following is a list of the weights for student work: 
· Grades that are recorded once include homework and classroom work, daily assignments, etc.  

· Grades that are recorded twice include vocabulary quizzes and story quizzes and some projects. 

· Grades that are recorded multiple times are the tests, book projects and larger, more in-depth activities. 

Homework Policy

· Assigned un-finished class work and/or homework are due the next day after the assignment is given. 

· All projects will be given a FINAL DUE date at the beginning of the assignment. Any project can be turned in early, but no work will be accepted after the final due date.  

Makeup Work
· Students must have an excused absence to complete make-up work.  The student handbook policy on the time frame for makeup work will be followed. 

· If a student misses a quiz or a test, the student will be expected to make-up the test immediately upon 
      returning to school. It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILTY to contact the teacher about missed 
     work. 
